
“Freedom is not worth having if it does not include 
the freedom to make mistakes.

-Mahatma Gandhi
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Inter-‐house	  Events
The	  photos	  for	  the	  
Inter-‐house	  
photography	  
compe44on	  were	  
submi8ed	  on	  Friday,	  
10th	  August.
Four	  students	  from	  
each	  house	  grabbed	  
their	  cameras,	  and	  
snapped	  away!	  The	  
house	  with	  the	  best	  
pictures	  will	  bag	  
maximum	  points!	  
Read	  on	  to	  find	  out	  
the	  results	  on	  page	  
2...

NTU	  Counselling	  
Session
The	  session	  proved	  
to	  be	  a	  very	  
comprehensive	  and	  
informa4ve	  one.	  The	  
advice	  from	  the	  NTU	  
Admissions	  Officers	  
will	  certainly	  prove	  
to	  be	  invaluable.

Na7onal	  Day	  in	  
school
The	  school	  united	  in	  
celebra4on	  of	  the	  
independence	  of	  the	  
country	  which	  we	  
consider	  our	  second	  
home...	  page	  3

Independence	  Day
Check	  out	  this	  
week’s	  special	  
feature	  on	  page	  
4...

An	  Unsung	  Hero
Read	  what	  ‘The	  
Economist’	  has	  to	  
say	  about	  
Lakshmi	  Sehgal	  
on	  page	  5...

Stats	  and	  Facts
These	  seem	  to	  
just	  get	  be8er	  
and	  be8er	  every	  
week!	  This	  4me,	  
we’ve	  stuck	  to	  

the	  Na4onal	  Day	  
theme.	  “Does	  
Singapore	  need	  a	  
mul4-‐party	  
democracy?”	  Yes	  or	  
No?	  What’s	  your	  say	  
on	  this	  argument?	  
Want	  to	  know	  if	  
others	  share	  the	  
same	  opinion	  as	  you	  
do?	  Find	  out	  on	  

13th August, 2012
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This week in DPS
Independence Day	 Wed
IH Cricket	 Wed
IH Junior Football        Thu	

Roshan Atreya (Glacier House) - 

BEST PICTURE



House: Glacier Lake Oasis Spring

Points Earned 100 50 25 75

Total 565 540 380 580

Position 2 3 4 1

IH Photography Standings

1. Glacier                               100

2. Spring                                  75

3. Lake                                    50

4. Oasis                                   25
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Karan Razdan (Oasis House)

Anamika Rajiv (Spring House) - 

BEST PICTURE!

- Priya Tattu (Lake House)
IH Photography

On Friday, August 10th, each house submitted four photos to 
enter the Inter-house photography competition. The cover 

photo of this week’s issue was awarded the “best photo” of 
all and was taken by Roshan of Glacier House, who 
ultimately won the competition. However, the award was 
shared by Anamika’s (Spring House) photo, shown above. 
The other photos on this page were the best of each house. 

The excellent quality of the photos serves as evidence that 
the judges had a tough time singling out a winner! The 
overall standings are shown in the table to the right.



Junior Students showing off the national 
colours!
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“National Day celebrations!”
DPS	  children	  celebrate	  Singapore's	  47th	  Na4onal	  Day

August	  8	  was	  a	  special	  day	  at	  DPS	  when	  Class	  1	  pupils	  walked	  
in	  to	  the	  school	  in	  a	  sea	  of	  red	  and	  white.	  Well,	  you	  guessed	  
it!

The	  children	  were	  in	  high	  spirits	  dressed	  in	  their	  red	  &	  white	  
a^re	  to	  celebrate	  Singapore's	  47th	  birthday	  which	  actually	  
falls	  	  on	  August	  9.

The	  sunny	  and	  bright	  day	  started	  with	  the	  class	  teacher	  
explaining	  the	  significance	  of	  Singapore's	  Na4onal	  day,	  the	  
meaning	  of	  the	  	  crescent	  and	  the	  5	  stars	  on	  the	  flag	  which	  
symbolizes	  Democracy,	  Peace,	  Progress,	  Jus4ce	  and	  Equality.	  
The	  crescent	  symbolizes	  a	  na4on	  in	  progress.	  These	  are	  the	  
a8ributes	  that	  we	  also	  inculcate	  in	  our	  children	  so	  that	  they	  
grow	  up	  as	  highly	  responsible	  ci4zens	  in	  their	  own	  country.	  
First,	  children	  were	  asked	  to	  color	  the	  Singapore	  flag	  in	  their	  
art	  books.	  Aeer	  that	  each	  one	  was	  handed	  out	  a	  white	  paper	  
and	  asked	  to	  draw	  the	  flag	  and	  color	  it.	  	  They	  indeed	  put	  their	  
drawing	  skills	  to	  best	  use.	  These	  pictures	  were	  then	  cut	  out	  
and	  with	  the	  help	  of	  the	  teacher	  stuck	  to	  straws	  to	  make	  a	  
proper	  flag.	  Once	  every	  child	  completed	  making	  their	  flags,	  
they	  were	  lined	  up	  holding	  their	  	  flags	  and	  marched	  around	  
the	  school.	  There	  was	  a	  clear	  sense	  of	  delight	  and	  pride	  in	  
their	  work	  as	  they	  walked	  past	  the	  classes.	  Finally	  a	  group	  
photos	  with	  flashing	  cameras	  and	  smiles	  were	  taken	  along	  
with	  the	  class	  teachers,	  who	  too	  felt	  a	  sense	  of	  pride	  in	  their	  
pupils.

This	  is	  a	  day	  where	  everyone,	  especially	  children	  are	  made	  to	  
recognize	  and	  realize	  the	  importance	  of	  par4cipa4on	  in	  the	  
na4onal	  interests,	  meaning	  of	  freedom	  and	  independence	  
and	  values	  of	  staying	  united	  and	  contribu4ng	  to	  the	  wellness	  
of	  a	  na4on.	  DPS	  feels	  proud	  that	  every	  such	  occasion	  is	  
turned	  in	  to	  an	  ac4vity	  filled	  wi	  fun	  and	  learning	  which	  are	  
the	  cornerstones	  in	  an	  educa4on	  system.

For	  now	  it	  is	  Majulah	  Singapura!
-‐Ms.	  Chitra



Special Feature - “Independence Day”

“Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny, and now the time comes when we will 
redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full measure, but very substantially. At the stroke of 
the midnight hour, when the world sleeps, India will awake to life and freedom. A 
moment comes, which comes but rarely in history, when we step out from the old to the 
new, when an age ends and when the soul of a nation, long suppressed, finds 
utterance… We end today a period of ill fortune, and India discovers herself again.” 
Those were the words spoken by our first Prime Minister, the late Jawaharlal Nehru, at 
the stroke of midnight on 15th August, 1947 - Independence Day. August 15th is the day 
which will forever be engraved in the illustrious history of our motherland. It was the day 
which marked our freedom from the tyranny of the British, who had ruled our land for 
more than 200 years. 

India is a relatively young nation. In just 65 years, India has made substantial progress 
in many fields. Our country has produced world-renowned scientists, engineers, 
journalists, soldiers, bureaucrats, politicians and doctors. We have also progressed 
markedly in astrophysics and healthcare and medicine. Life expectancy has risen from 
32 years to 65 years, and is a testament to the improving quality of hospitals and 
medicine. Our steel industry has shown similar growth. The production of steel has been 
multiplied by over 50 times since 1947. India’s exports have also been rising, with our 
value of exports increasing from a few million dollars to more than $125 billion today.

However, there is still more room for improvement. Illiteracy, poverty, crime, 
malnutrition, etc. are some of the problems which still plague the nation’s people. 350 
million people are illiterate, 260 million people lack access to clean, drinking water, 750 
million people lack appropriate sanitation and 50% of children are below acceptable 
nutrition levels.

Despite these problems, the greatness of our nation overshadows its faults. The lives of 
many Indians have been transformed by a few major achievements of some our fellow 
citizens. The Green Revolution, masterminded by Dr. M.S Swaminathan, began in 1965. 
Not only was he able to transform India into a food-surplus economy from a food-deficit 
one, but the revolution also triggered the expansion of the rural, non-farm economy. This 
initiative has uplifted the lives of at least 400 to 500 million people. 

The White Revolution, devised by Dr. Verghese Kurien, had a significant impact on 
India’s milk production. 1947 India suffered from an acute shortage of milk, and Dr. 
Kurien’s vision revolutionized milk production India. Production in India increased 
considerably following ‘The White Revolution.”

This list of influential Indians goes on and on...

Our school would also like to make an effort to remember this day and the people who 
fought to deliver us the freedom we so cherish. A special assembly will be held on 
August 15th. Inter-house cricket will also take place! After all, cricket is India’s most 
celebrated sport!
                                                                                                   -Sahaj Sood, XI AL

page 4



Unsung Hero: The Late Lakshmi Sehgal

A dream of free women

Looking back on it later, [Sehgal] felt the whole freedom struggle had gone 
wrong. Partition had been a disaster, and the modern pursuit of money had 
ruined what was left. Blunt-spoken and practical, she denied having dreamy 
ideals for an independent India; but she had had many. As the only woman 
in the short-lived cabinet of Bose’s Provisional Government of Free India, 
she hoped to abolish child marriage, dowries and the ban on remarriage of 
widows. She wanted women to have chances like hers: to be educated, self-
supporting if they cared to be, and able to make their own choices about 
marriage. Beyond that, she hoped for an end to all the divisions in India, 
between rich and poor, men and women, castes or religions. She would rush 
to help people, carrying clothes and medicine, whatever their tribe or creed. 
When Indira Gandhi was murdered by her Sikh guards in 1984, she 
interposed her small body to save Sikh shopkeepers in her street; when the 
Ayodhya mosque was destroyed in 1992, she rebuked Hindu neighbours 
who were dancing in celebration.

As a girl, she had got into communism by reading Edgar Snow’s “Red Star 
over China” and by talking through the night with some of India’s first 
women communists. In 1971, encouraged this time by her daughter 
Subhashini, she joined the party’s Marxist branch, and felt she had come 
home. Still moved by Netaji’s fighting spirit, and still hungry for an 
egalitarian India, she went into politics, getting as far as the upper house of 
Parliament. In 2002, at 87, she was the candidate of four far-left parties for 
India’s presidency, running on a single theme: the unity of the country. She 
was pummelled, but it didn’t matter. She had made her case and, just as 
important—for she was always a doctor first—she had not neglected any of 
her patients.

Every morning, until the day before her heart attack in July, she went to the 
clinic at 9am. Since she charged almost nothing, there were always many 
more patients than she could see. Before she opened up, she would 
personally sweep the street in front of the place, to clear away the litter the 
neighbours threw out of their windows. Someone lower-caste could have 
done it for her. But it was a small gesture, with her own hands, towards the 
sort of India she would have liked to see.

- Extract from ‘The Economist,’ August 4th 2012
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Stats
& 
Facts
 
This week,
Does Singapore need a multi-
party democracy or should it 
retain its current political 
structure?

Yes or

No?
Stats FactsStats

& 
Facts
 
This week,
Does Singapore need a multi-
party democracy or should it 
retain its current political 
structure?

140
Students and teachers picked 
“multi-party.”

221
Students and teachers took 
part in the survey. 

Majority of students felt that 
Singapore has reached its 
current global position mainly 
because of Lee Kuan Yew.

Stats
& 
Facts
 
This week,
Does Singapore need a multi-
party democracy or should it 
retain its current political 
structure?

66
Students and teachers picked 
“single-party.”

72
Students believed that the 
Workers’ Party in particular 
deserved more seats in the 
parliament.

There are a total of 38 
political parties. The three 
main parties are PAP, The 
Workers’ Party and National 
Solidarity Party.

Stats
& 
Facts
 
This week,
Does Singapore need a multi-
party democracy or should it 
retain its current political 
structure?

15
Found the question too 
difficult to answer.

23
People who said “yes” didn’t 
know how many parties 
currently exist. 

This week’s survey only 
involved teachers and senior 
students as the junior students 
would be relatively unaware 
of the political structure.

Single-party or multi-party?

Multi-Party is a system in which multiple political parties have the capacity to gain 
control of government offices. In Singapore, currently there is one ruling 
government. Due to this, the policies they make or want to introduce goes through 
with very little discussion or debate. With the introduction of a multi-party system, 
the government will no longer be able to introduce policies without discussion as 
there will be an opposing party. This will help in making a better decision for the 
society and community. But in the case of multi-parties, it will always create a 
situation where both parties disagree and are unable to take a proper decision. 
The poll below will decide which one is better : Multi-Party or a Single-Party.

0

37.5

75

112.5

150

Yes No
Puzzled

DPS’s Graduates
My association with DPS starts since its inception in the year 2004. Throughout my journey in DPS, I had 
the opportunity to be taught by great teachers who have shaped my life till date. The general atmosphere 
in school is conducive to the academic as well as sportive development of a student. DPS has provided 
endless opportunity in every field that is required for the overall development of a child. I studied the ICSE 
(Indian certificate of secondary education) until tenth grade. However, the crucial decision to be made 
following the results of the ICSE was whether to shift and study in India or progress in school for two more 
years. It was here again that DPS supported students by introducing a new academic program, Cambridge 
A levels. I researched about the program and was immediately fascinated by it. This being a new and 
challenging syllabus, the principal and the teachers put in extra effort to guide us through it and prepared 
us for the exams.
DPS helped me fulfil my dream of securing admission in chemical engineering in the renowned Nanyang 
Technological University.  I am thankful to the principal and teachers for their commendable support and 
guidance given to  me to make my student life memorable. 
I think you will all agree with me that the acronym of DPS is ‘Developing Perfect Students!’

-Vidish Mehta, A-Level Class of 2011
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What I love about 

DPS:

Credits
Sahaj Sood 
Chief-Editor

Karan Razdan
Chief-Editor

Devang Kabra
Chief-Editor

Rimjhim Relan 
Chief-Editor

Aanya and Aafreen
Contributors for Stats & Facts column

Sonali Ma’am
Stats and Facts question

Aanya
Write-up for ‘Single-Party or Multi-Party?’

Facts About India

1) India originated Yoga about 5000 years ago.

2) Until 1896, India was the only source for diamonds in the world.

3) In India, it is legal to commit suicide, but it is illegal to attempt 

suicide.

4) Every major world religion is represented in India. Additionally, 

Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism all originated in India.

5) With 150,000 post offices, India has the largest postal network 

in the world. However, it is not unusual for a letter to take two 

weeks to travel just 30 miles.

6) India hasn’t invaded any country for over 100,000 years’

7) During the freedom struggle, Gandhi wore nothing but a humble 

loin cloth, contrary to the silk hat, spats, and shiny cane that he 

donned while living in London.

8) Over 1000 elephants were used during the construction of the 

Taj Mahal.

9) Mahatma Gandhi lead the nation to the Dandi March and civil 

disobedience in 1930.

10) India buys more gold than any other country

11) The first Indian protest took place in 1857 under Mangal 

Pandey. Gunfire cartridges contained traces of pork and beef.

DPS	  is	  my	  alma	  mater.	  I	  get	  
wealth	  in	  the	  form	  of	  knowledge	  
and	  excellence.	  I	  will	  always	  
cherish	  the	  memories	  I	  made	  here	  
and	  the	  great	  support	  I	  get	  from	  
my	  teachers.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  Aishwarya	  (9IG)

DPS	  means	  more	  than	  school	  to	  
me.	  Friendly	  teachers	  and	  caring	  
friends	  makes	  school	  feel	  like	  
home.	  DPS	  gives	  me	  confidence	  to	  
overcome	  any	  obstacle	  and	  
challenges.	  My	  5	  years	  in	  DPS	  will	  
be	  the	  best	  years	  of	  my	  life.

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  Karan	  (11AS)

"I	  have	  been	  a	  part	  of	  DPS	  for	  long	  
and	  it	  has	  given	  me	  very	  good	  
opportuni4es	  in	  all	  fields.	  I	  have	  
been	  able	  to	  establish	  myself	  in	  
both	  academics	  and	  
extracurricular	  ac4vi4es.	  I	  have	  
bonded	  myself	  with	  many	  
beau4ful	  memories	  which	  I	  
cannot	  forget.	  I’m	  proud	  to	  be	  a	  
Dipsite..."
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  Geetika	  (9IG)
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