15th February 2013

the
Art Week
Stats and Facts
In spirit of art week, we
ask an important question of
what is acceptable art and
what is not in this rapidly
growing modern society. Find
the majorities thoughts on
page 2.

Art Week Itinerary
Catch up on any activities
you missed during the past
week... page 3.
Results
Senior school: Final points
awarded to each house and
their standings after the

SPECIAL
EDITION

VOLUME X

competition held during the
week. Check it out on...
page 5.
Junior School: Winners of
the multiple drawing and
sketching contest and their
works can be found on...
page 6.

Quote of the week:

If you hear a voice within you say, ‘You cannot paint.’
then by all means paint, and that voice will be silenced.
-Vincent Van Gogh
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Stats &
facts
Question
of the
week:
To you is Graffiti
an art or an act of
vandalism?

Most students of
eighth grade and
below were
unaware of the
specifics of graffiti
and had to be
informed

145

26

students in the Senior
block participated in
the survey

teachers participated
in the survey

115

14

90%

students in the Senior
block consider
graffiti to be an art

teachers consider
graffiti to be an art

students from a
section in sixth grade
considered graffiti a
vandalism

30

12

students consider
graffiti a vandalism

teachers consider
graffiti a vandalism

All students above
the eighth grade had
a strong opinion on
the topic

Writing on walls
Elegant blue-green
tendrils emerging from the center,
vivid red harmonizing with lush
pinks, coal-black outlines warring
against the surrendering whites.
Wondering which awe-inspiring
masterpiece I’m gushing about?
Another one of the classic
Renaissance paintings perhaps?
Wrong. I am talking about
something I saw on the wall
adjacent to an HDB while
traveling back home. It was
graffiti.
!
Graffiti- from the Greek
word ‘graphein’ meaning ‘to
write’- is the words, colors, and
shapes drawn, spray-painted or
scratched on buildings, train cars,
desks, walls, phone booths,

mailboxes: you name it. However,
it’s done without permission and
is therefore, against the law.
Graffiti today ranges from
simple, one-colour monikers (like
a nickname or a title), called
"tags", repeated on many
surfaces to complex compositions
of monsters, men and more in
varying colours. [Check out a
piece near the Block B art room
on the 3rd floor by Pranav
Hampiholi of class XI A LEVEL].
Many public spaces have been
designed using materials that
offer us flat, bland surfaces simply
crying out for decoration. In that
way, graffiti can be truly artistic,
brightening and livening up the
look of the area. It can easily
enhance an eyesore of a building,
disguising its flawed portions.
Moreover, an artist that has made
use of a derelict building to create
their art is in fact using his/her

environment to its full potential by
giving the neglected building a
purpose.
We cannot deny the
relevance of street graffiti. It has
been used to broadcast political
agendas, to draw attention to
miscarriages of justice. Although it
may seem pointless to create
awareness through this “silent
rallying”, once it's out there for
everyone to take notice of, you
can't really avoid it. Mission
accomplished? I think so.
!
On a more professional
level, a collection of works by
British graffiti artist Banksy sold
for more than £400,000 at an
auction in London just last week,
and graffiti stencils by the Russian
street artist ‘Pavel 183’ have also
sold for hundreds of thousands of
pounds.

Page 2

The down side to this style of
expression is, above all, that it’s
unlawful and unfortunately,
prosecutable. While being
prohibited by rules and regulations
doesn’t discourage the genuinely
passionate, it definitely throws
roadblocks on the paths of artists
to showcasing their artistry...or has
it taken the face of vandalism now?
Graffiti artists are often
criticized for befouling
neighborhoods with unattractive
daubings that are meaningless or
at least, too subtle to indicate
otherwise. Additionally, they make

Art week itinerary
The art week was one of the
most anticipated weeks in DPS. This
week was celebrated by having
competitions and fun-filled art
classes. The competitions were held
for the primary and secondary
both and it was made sure that they
were challenging but enjoyable for
the students.
There were competitions for the
first grade to fifth grade giving
them all chance to show their
creativity and potential level to
everyone. The sixth and seventh
had tougher challenges and had
three competitions to choose from
and represent their house.

usually immaculate structures look
run-down, uncared for and
generally untidy. Certain pieces of
graffiti may even display
inappropriate messages or a mark
of territory by gangs. Removing
these, even further taints the
overall reputation of graffiti and
how it’s perceived, not only
because it requires manpower, time
and energy that could be better
utilized somewhere more
productive, but also because it is
simply annoying.

in a manner that to decide on the
winning side is very difficult.
Finally, it comes down to personal
opinion and attitude. But for those
with thoughts on par with the
proverbial old lady angrily shaking
her fists at the ‘youth of today’ and
their acts of disrespect and
aggression, tell me this: Is it still
vandalism if Picasso painted it?

The arguments both for
and against graffiti are countered

The art competitions held in the
A block were GO Green where the
students had to show their passion
for the environment, the Tissue box
challenge which pushed the limits
of imagination and come up with a
house or a colony with, the name
says it, tissue boxes. The last but
not the least competition was
quilling which tested the students’
skills of the art of curling the paper
into designs.
The last competitions that were
held for the seniors took place in
the B block. There were again three
categories the students could
choose from and help their house
to win. The first was Culinary
Challenge in which the students
from all 4 houses had to make

dishes, sweet and savory, most
visually attractive. The second was
the Face Painting competition,
themed The Jungle Book, where
students used bright colours and
painted the faces of the
volunteered models into the
creatures of the jungle.
The last one was the Dress in
Style competition which tested the
students fashion sense and
creativity to make a dress with
recyclable materials only, sticking
to the theme Vintage.
- Aditi Somani (VIII IG)
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Art week results and house standings

Spring

Glacier

Lake

Oasis

Face-painting

(2nd) 50

(3rd) 25

(2nd) 50

(1st) 100

Culinary
Challenge

(3rd) 25

(1st) 100

(3rd) 25

(2nd) 75

Dress &
Style

(2nd) 75

(1st) 100

(3rd) 50

(4th) 25

Quilling

(1st) 100

(2nd) 75

(3rd) 25

(3rd) 25

Go Green

(2nd) 75

(3rd) 50

(4th) 25

(1st) 100

Tissue Box
Challenge

(4th) 25

(1st) 100

(2nd) 75

(3rd) 50

Total

350

450

250

375
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Winners of the Junior Art Week Competitions
Standard 1

Shaleni 4B

1st: Thithiksha 1A (Oasis)
2nd: Prithiv 1E (Spring)
3rd: Shreya 1D (Oasis)
Standard 2
1st: Sia Taneja 2E (Oasis)
2nd: R. Gangesh 2D (Spring)
3rd: Madhumitha 2B (Lake)
Standard 3
1st: Anjali 3D (Spring)
2nd: Minha 3D (Spring)
3rd: Darshini 3B (Spring)
Standard 4
Anjali 3D

1st: Shaleni 4B (Spring)
2nd: Aditya Jeethender
Kamble 4A (Glacier)
3rd: Aaryana Pradhan 4B
(Spring)
Standard 5
1st: Swati M. 5D (Lake)
2nd: Trisha U. 5D (Spring)
3rd: Maniya 5A (Oasis)
Consolation
Vraa 1D (Lake)
Ritika 1D (Spring)
Utkarsh 1E (Lake)
Nithi 2A (Glacier)
Harshita 2E (Lake)
Aswin 2A (Oasis)
Niveditha 3A (Oasis)
Divya 3B (Lake)
Aditi Bisen 3D (Oasis)
Anushka Jadhav 4C (Glacier)
Akansha 4A (Glacier)
Shreya 5B (Lake)
Aastha 5A (Oasis)

Credits

Thithiksha 1A

Sia Taneja 2E

Swati 5D

What I love about DPS:
“I love the enthusiasm of the students and teachers for
being a part of DPS.”
-Ms. Jigyasa Sethi

Neeti Relan

Afreen Chawla

Shweta Ravi
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