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There is nothing permanent
except change.
-Heraclitus
1

25th of October was the most special and awaited day for our DPSIS family, it was the Sports
Day! It all began weeks before with an announcement, rushing our four school teams Glacier, Lake, Oasis
and Spring to scout out their fastest runners for athletics, most supportive students for the cheerleading
squads and the best dancers for the dance drills, all hoping to grab the accolades. Our school’s sports meets
have always been celebrated by a school march-past over the years and this year was no exception.
Selections were followed by practices over the weeks, conducted by team’s wardens, captains, co-captains,
and vice captains to ensure fitness levels, cheering spirits and well-choreographed dance performances.
March-past was rehearsed to the peaks of perfection. Frantic preparations and amendments followed to tie
the loose ends and pave way to our big day.
The Hougang Stadium was the stage for our participants to display their talents and sporting spirit.
Empty seats were occupied by eagerly awaiting parents. Final thoughts were shared and the sports day began
with the beats of the drums for the march past. Leading the march past was our School Sports Captain Karan
Razdan accompanied by our Head Boy Sahaj Sood, Head Girl Afreen Chawla and School Sports Vice
Captain, myself. Behind us were the defending champions Lake followed by Oasis, Spring and last but not
least Glacier, each team proudly led by their Captains, Co-Captains and Vice-Captains. The march-past
came to halt as we took a pledge and welcomed the Indian High Commissioner, Ms. Vijay Thakur Singh,
and our Pro Vice Chairman, Mr. C.P. Kabra, to declare our annual sports meet officially open.
The first few events were the races for our youngest members of our DPSIS family, the
kindergarteners, racing their way to glory in variety of races with props, flowers and costumes to make their
parents proud with the medals they earned. The primary students were next in line, each student running for
the glory of respective teams. Each victory was enthusiastically celebrated by the winning team’s
cheerleaders. Hurdles, dashes, relays and three legged races were some of the events of the primary section.
The juniors performed their best to provide a head start for their seniors to hold onto. The athletics were
balanced evenly by team drills, which were performed vibrantly and elegantly by the dancers.
By the late afternoon, the sports day came to near end. It was time to announce the results. The
stadium fell into silence, unspoken thoughts loud within our minds, our hearts racing and the winners were
announced as… Glacier! Turning the tables around, Team Glacier scored first position, followed by Lake,
Oasis and Spring. The trophies shone in the afternoon sun reflecting the red colours of the winning team.
Sports is one of the most important activities in our school, our Sports day doing justice by
showcasing our physical strengths, competitive spirits, committed passions and respect for others. An event
that will remain fresh in the memories of our Dipsites and urge them to do better in our next Sport’s Meet.

- Akhil Atluri (IX IGCSE)
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players
Athletics: they foster the warrior within us. They teach us to cooperate with
others, work together for a common goal, respond appropriately to victory and
defeat, and grow in virtues like courage, humility, patience, and perseverance.
The axiom that sports help build character is hardly ever challenged. In fact, as a
recent study suggests, play is good for the brain too; especially during
formative, juvenile years when most of us have an instinctive urge to goof
around and frolic. For many individuals, athletics can seem the most appealing
face of higher education. Men’s football and cricket attract widespread
television coverage, endorsement deals, and multimillion dollar contracts,
leaving most spectators with the impression that professional sports are a
lucrative business. However, not everyone can make the cut.

Most student athletes never become professionals, simply because they
can't handle the great strain of playing in competitive sports regularly. A
research undertaken by the National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) in 2010 discovered that collegiate athletes focus too little on
academics, which almost always triggers a negative effect on their careers.

Eventually, a student athlete’s education is a pivotal part of their school
experience. While sports may be a major focus for some, the academic
component is vital. Academics success leads to more career opportunities
and acts as a fall back plan for failed professional athletes. Since research
shows that the number of high-school athletes who make it to into
professional sports is small, it is important that sports are not entirely
favoured over academics.

- Pranay Mohnot (XI A Level)
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MORAL DILEMMAS 101

o A DILEMMA is a situation
that requires a choice
between two equal
alternatives.

Try this in discussion with your friends and family!
Does your perspective match those of others?
Having abandoned ship in an emergency, you are in a life-raft
with 5 other people, bailing water out of a hole in the raft to
survive. You calculate that everyone can survive for 5 hours if
you continue at the same pace, and by then, rescue boats will
have arrived. However, you see a friend waving to you from
another life-raft who asks you to join him as there is place for
only one more person. In such a situation, do you:

o A MORAL is a lesson that
is learnt from something.

A MORAL DILEMMA is, thus, a
situation that will often involve an
apparent mental conflict in which
each possible course of action will
breach some binding moral
principle.

a) Stay on your current boat and help keep it afloat as
long as possible and hope that the rescue will arrive in 5
hours, OR
b) b) Do you go to your friend’s boat, ensuring your
rescue, but reducing the chances of the others on the
boat being rescued?
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125 chose doing
the RIGHT THING.

‘WOULD YOU DO
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WAY, OR DO THE
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191 students took
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were stuck in a
dilemma!
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A majority of students
surveyed changed their
answers upon a deeper
explanation of the question.

This issue’s question was
considered much more
difficult than the question
asked in the last issue of this
column.
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A bank is a place that will
lend you money, if you can
prove that you don’t need it.

What did the big bucket say
to the little bucket?

Make me one with everything!

You look a little pail!

Why did the calf cross the road?
To get to the udder side!
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FRIGHTS IN DAYLIGHT
●

●

●

The Halloween tradition is one that has been strong in the
Western community for years. This time, in DPS, the little kids got
a chance to dress up and show us exactly how scary they could be!
We were all terrified, I assure you! We saw a wide array of
skeletons, fairies, witches, and mummies.
We made paper jack o’ lanterns, and told the kids the story of its
origin. Did you know that the lantern derives its name from the
myth that a young thief named Jack had once tricked the Devil and
had got him to agree to leave him alone after his death? He had
then been banished to walk through darkness for eternity with
only an ember of light – which he had put into a pumpkin. To
celebrate and remember Jack and his cunningness, people
throughout the world carve out their pumpkins and place candles
into them. These really do create quite a spooky effect!
The fact that Diwali and Halloween took place so close to each
other this year also allowed us to celebrate two distinctive
cultures’ traditions – as we celebrated the triumph of good over
evil and commemorated our dead.

- Poushali Ma’am
●

●

●
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SHOWS

CULTURE HUB
The Walking Dead
Rating:

The Walking Dead is a zombie-apocalyptic TV-show based on a comic book of
the same name, currently in its 4th season. The series stars Andrew Lincoln who
plays Rick Grimes, a deputy sheriff who one day awakens in a hospital ward
from a month-long coma to find himself in a post-apocalyptic world dominated
by once-human flesh-eating zombies. He sets out to find his family and
encounters many other survivors along the way who may or may not have lost
their minds along with the lives of their family. As with most apocalypse
scenarios, writers of The Walking Dead explore themes such as death, sacrifice,
religion, morality and friendship which keeps the show thought provoking
despite the clichéd parasitically controlled brain-munching villains that feature.
-

Shwetha Ravi (XI A Level)

Sherlock
Rating:

'Sherlock' is a contemporary reimagining of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's works in
modern day London, an outstanding concept that is brought to life by Benedict
Cumberbatch (Sherlock Holmes) and Martin Freeman (John Watson). Coupled
with brilliant cinematography and fresh direction, the result of this endeavour is a
sharp, funny, and clever series that remains faithful to the spirit of Doyle's stories
while infusing them with a vibrant spirit of modernity.
-

Aditya Mishra (XI A Level)
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MOVIES

…cOntinUeD
Gravity
Rating:

Gravity is the visually stunning piece that we as 21st century movie goers deserve. This
thriller follows Medical engineer and first-time mission specialist, Ryan Stone (Sandra
Bullock) and veteran astronaut, Lieutenant Matt Kowalski (George Clooney) who are
trapped in a linear series of unfortunate events caused by a cloud of space debris that
causes massive damage to their space station during a space-walk, leaving the pair
stranded, an obligatory application of Murphy's law in most ship-wreck style adventure
tales. The film is massively credited with showcasing the convincing character
development of the heroine as she faces rapidly decreasing oxygen levels as well as the
despair-fuelled depletion of her will to live.

-

Shwetha Ravi (XI A Level)

Ender’s Game
Rating:
The original novel, “Ender’s Game” is an extremely popular book, loved by both
hardened sci-fi fans and other readers alike. The story revolves around the adolescent
character Ender, who is recognised as a child gifted in strategic thinking and is recruited
by a desperate military to become a space warfare commander. Ender naturally sees
(and plans to win) games on every level of his life – including the military training and
the relationships he has with his peers and teachers. The acting is good throughout and
Ben Kingsley’s performance as the half-Maori war hero Mazer Rackham is particularly
memorable. There is a lot of CGI (as you would expect from a big-budget film set
mainly in space) but thankfully eye-candy never detracts from the story. The film deals
well with some quite powerful themes and it has a lot of strong characterisation, and
Ender’s journey is intriguing without becoming a standard boy-becomes-hero yarn.
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Directed by Sonali Ma’am, Students from Classes 9IG, 11AL & 11ISC
present the famous (anti-)romantic comedy:

Plot Synopsis:
~It is the year 1885, during the SerboBulgarian war. Wealthy, young and
idealistic Raina Petkoff impatiently awaits
the return of her fiancé and Bulgarian
hero, Sergius Saranoff, who had recently
led a victorious cavalry charge against the
Serbians. But a distraction presents itself in
the form of Captain Bluntschli, a Swiss
professional soldier fighting for Serbia, who
hides in her bedroom after the battle and
unheroically prefers an inventory of
chocolates to bullets. However Sergius is
fond of and flirts with Louka, the Petkoff’s
sassy and ambitious servant girl, much to
the disapproval of her fiancé, the ever
faithful servant, Nicola. Will Raina follow
the wishes of her parents, Catherine and
Major Paul Petkoff by settling for Sergius
and the status quo, or choose her
“chocolate cream soldier”?~

For: Teachers and Classes 6 & up!
On: 14th November 2013 (Thursday)
Venue: Paya Lebar Multi-Purpose
Hall
In order of appearance:
 Raina Petkoff: Nikita Vattas (9IG) in Acts
I and II & Mitali Mukherjee (11AL) in
Act III
 Catherine Petkoff: Shalini Gupta (11ISC)
in Act I & Afreen Chawla (11AL) in Acts
II and III

 Louka: Gitanjali Goswami (11ISC) in Act
I & Harshitha Pulla (11AL) in Acts II and
III
 Captain Bluntschli: Vinay Vishwanathan
(9IG)
 Major Paul Petkoff: Deepesh Vasudev
(9IG)
 Major Sergius Saranoff: Prashant (11AL)
 Nicola: Shwetha Ravi (11AL)
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DPS will always be my second
home. I love the friendly
ambience and amiable people
around me. The students and
teachers support me in
everything and are ever ready to
help when I am in difficulty. I
have made many memories here
which I will cherish in my heart
forever.
-

Tillnext
nexttime!
time!

Till

Nikita Vattas (IX IGCSE )

I like DPS for the encouragement
and the healthy sportsmanship
taught here. DPS also provides
the best educative environment
of all.

CREDITS
AFREEN CHAWLA (Editor)
PRASHANT (Editor)
[XI A Level]

-

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
POUSHALI MA’AM
RITUPARNA MA’AM
&
ANGELA DANIELS [XI A Level] our new
official photographer for forthcoming issues of
The DPS Newsletter!

Gitanjali Goswami (XI ISC)

What
makes me
me love
loveDPS
DPSare
is the
What makes
thee
teachers and the friendly
environment where everyone is
ready to help and motivate you
to excel.
- Anushka Sharma (XI ISC)

Coming up:



Children’s Day (14th November)

“Arms & the Man” - A play to be performed by classes IX and XI (14th November)

Page | 12

