April 2014—Volume XV

The Editors Speak…
This is a newsletter for the students, by the
students. Since we are the third team of editors,
we conceived the title, 'THE THIRD WAVE.'
In any school, a newsletter has a significant role
of conveying the voice of each student to their
fellow school mates. DPS is a school teeming
with talent and just one Blossoms a year does
not satisfy the hunger of our fellow students to be
known for their creative work, interests and
achievements. Thus, we, as the editors of 'The
Third Wave,' bring to you an array of the latest
happenings in school, creative works of our
Dipsites and entertaining columns. We hope you
find your platform in these pages. Send us your
views, works and feedback to
‘dpsisnewsletter@gmail.com’.
Please remember, your inputs are valued
tremendously! :)

(From left to right):
ANAMIKA RAJIV—Chief Editor & Designer
TANISHA DEBASISH—Chief Editor & Designer
SHRISHTI MISHRA—Editor & Designer
SARTHAK BHATNAGAR—Editor & Designer

Yours Sincerely,
The Third Wave Editors Team

Do not forget to meet our Journalists of this issue on the last page!
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CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF DPS!
As I look back today I realize that in the past ten years my life has been shaped, altered
and molded by the students who have come into my classes. We have laughed everyday, shared stories and forged
strong ties. I have the unique privilege of listening to their
innermost thoughts and opinions as they discover the
power of speech and the magic of words. We have enjoyed dialogues on contemporary issues and savored opportunities for reflection and introspection. Our students touch our lives and transform us with their hope, joy and optimism. DPS has a unique environment of care and
trust that has enabled it to foster a sense of community and belonging. On our
tenth anniversary I wish our institution continued success in nurturing critical
thinkers and enlightened leaders of tomorrow.

-Ms. Sonali Choudhury
It has been a very upbeat, fulfilling and satisfying journey with my prodigious
students and my cordial colleagues. My
students have been my source of euphoria and elation ever since I first joined
DPSIS back then in 2004. Seeing these children filled with enthusiasm and
energy inspires me to teach them. I feel very
proud to be able to motivate the students and
lead the children who would be the building
blocks of the future. DPS is like my second
home and no matter where I go to in life later
on, DPS will always hold a very special place in
my life.

-Ms. Alice Rekha
14th April 2004, my appointment as an Educator in the newly founded DPS
International School, in Singapore sealed an irrevocable bond with the ever
inspiring, bright, intelligent and young students, their parents, the faculty and
the management of the institution. As I reminiscence the days of preparation
ahead of welcoming the first cohort of the
students on the 19th of April 2004, my mind
gets flooded with the fond memories of the
past. It was like cladding and wrapping a new
born baby. Embarking on the eleventh year in the institution, awaiting 19th of April
2014, the school’s Founder’s day, with gratitude, I annunciate, that my association
with the school and especially with my beloved students has conferred on me love,
joy, fulfilment and a sense of completeness as an educator. The joy-ride continues
and I aspire to strengthen the bond by being there for yet another decade or who
knows how many more!!!

-Ms. Tanuja Kapoor
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I have spent some of the best years of my life in DPS. Not only is the
school academically profound but it has also helped me in my all-round
development through various extra
curricular activities and leadership
posts. The school gave me my best
friends, who I would treasure for life.
All-in-all, it has been a memorable
journey.
-Arshiya Verma (ICSE batch of 2010)

DPSIS is like a second home to my daughter, its where my daughter has built up a strong foundation
for herself, has inculcated basic moral values, imbibed basic
principles for life and has strongly moulded her character
which would help her lead a very stable and secure life later
on. The staff at DPS has indeed been very supportive and
friendly since day one. On DPS’s 10th anniversary, I wish their
institution continued success for the years to come. I don’t
think there could have been a
better choice of school for my
daughter's education.
-Mr. Shailesh Mishra (Parent of Shrishti Mishra, XI A Level)

Ten years ago, when I was pondering about in which school I should
admit my 5-year old daughter, I learnt about the commencement of
the Singapore branch of DPS. Without any further hesitations, we
decided to go ahead with DPS. Today, when I look back, the strong support, immense opportunities
and extensive motivation from the DPS Teachers, Principal and Management over the last 10 years,
have played a gargantuan role in shaping her personality and identity. I would like to thank the entire
staff of DPS for their enormous contribution to my daughter's life and also congratulate DPS on completing 10 years of excellence.
-Mr. Rajiv Nair (Parent of Anamika Rajiv, XI A Level)

I take great pride in being a member of the DPS family. In the last
10 years, I have had the privilege of teaching very bright and
diligent children who have always reciprocated my enthusiasm
with love and respect. My colleagues have always supported me in
all my endeavors hope that this relationship that I share with my
students, colleagues and the institution blossoms in the years to
come.
-Ms. Elizabeth Antony
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On the wonderful occasion of completing 10 successful years, we had interviewed our very own Respected
Principal and Pro-Vice Chairman.

INTERVIEW WITH THE PRINCIPAL:
Question: What does it feel like to see all the graduated students excel in their
own fields, especially when they come and meet you after a really long time?
Sir: "Well, I am still in touch with all my former students via social networking
sites. Some of them are serving as Navy Captains and meet me when their ships
come to Singapore. Seeing them excel in their own fields makes me feel
exceedingly proud. It is a great pleasure to meet DPS graduates who eagerly
wait to meet me. I feel very elated as they reminisce about their wonderful
days in the school. They often regale me with stories of all the mischief they
used to do in class! They confess how badly they miss their school days and
wish to relive those days again. It gives me enormous satisfaction when they
tell me how well they are doing in university."

Question: In the last seven years that you have been with us, what has been your most memorable and heart-warming
experience?
Sir:"For me, each day is memorable. The ambience is beautiful–we have an environment of love and trust. You know, I am
usually the first to arrive and the last to leave the school premises – a testament to how much I enjoy being here.
The beautiful memories I have of this school are endless. For instance, a few months ago, a young boy of class 2 boy came
into my office and said, "Sir, I bought a new pair of shoes yesterday. How do they look?" I said, "They look wonderful!"
The boy eagerly replied, "Sir, could you please help me tie my shoelaces, they are loose." Nowhere else can we have the
opportunity to smile and enjoy every moment, I can guarantee that!"
Question: In all your years of service in the Education Core of the Army, you have indubitably learnt much from numerous
encounters and experiences. Inspired by those experiences, is there anything you would like to change about this robust
institution? Also, what is your vision for the future?
Sir: "In every institution, no matter how big or how small, there still will be challenges. All of us are part of the system and
thus we are responsible for sorting and solving problems our fellow team members are facing. It is our responsibility to
ensure that the solutions we come up with address the problems without adversely affecting the functioning of the system. A school is not just a unique assortment of walls and corridors, it is a second home. Each student, each teacher and
each member of staff is different. If we manage to make all of them smile, it brings a single overwhelming sense of elation
and warmth to the heart.
We have changed in many ways over the course of time. The Examination systems have greatly improved; strong
academic leadership is ensured with the introduction of the position of Headmistresses. Our education system now also
features the Cambridge International syllabus. We have greatly evolved over the years.
We are currently looking at the introduction of some new sports facilities catering to the sport of cricket, in particular.
Work will begin on 4 cricket pitches, including 3 practice nets and a center wicket pitch from 17 th April. We are referring
to the highest quality Astro Turf pitches. I hope that you will use these facilities to better improve your prowess in the
field of cricket. Hopefully we would soon get to see some day and night matches! (Laughs)”
Question: After prematurely retiring from the Indian Army, how did you adjust to the change - from being surrounded by
heroic and brave soldiers to being surrounded by naive and playful school students?
Sir: "In the army, I’ve had the privilege of serving a residential school in Bangalore, King George Royal Military School for 5
years as a Principal. I have always been associated with academic institutions and the 7 years I have spent in DPS have
been memorable and satisfying. The staff and students share an amazing rapport, a bond far stronger than what I’ve seen
in any other school in India. I have inspected over 30 schools in India and by far DPS has given me the most happiness.
The joy I feel when I look at the smiling faces of the students makes me feel satisfied and proud."
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INTERVIEW WITH THE PRO-VICE CHAIRMAN
Question: Ten years ago, when you had decided to start this school, what
were the thoughts running in your mind?
Kabra Sir: "When we began, we had a few aims in mind: A school that
would fill a vacuum in the education sector for international students,
especially to cater to the needs of expatriate Indian parents who often
plan to go back to their home country after a few years. We were also
inspired by the idea of saving the time period of formal education as it
takes seven years for a student in a Singapore to join first grade.
Principal Sir: "It takes a lot of courage to begin a venture, especially of this type, and it is a lengthy and complicated
process involving a lot of planning, securing approvals, forming committees, identifying faculty requirements etc., and
it was all accomplished by our Pro Vice Chairman Mr Kabra, who was extremely passionate about the project."
Kabra Sir: "Moreover, education has to be a success story. You cannot play with the future of the students."
Question: DPSIS was one of the first Indian International schools in Singapore and it has come a really long way. What
does it feel like to see DPS grow so much over the years?
Kabra Sir: "Every day, the sight of cheerful students and a committed team of hardworking teachers is the greatest
reward for me. Starting a school is supporting a social cause, providing quality education to students and grooming
them to become future leaders of the world. Witnessing the students excel in academics, the teachers working hard
and contributing to the growth of DPS makes me exultant and jubilant."
Question: Sir, based on your experiences, please tell us of one thing you would change about the DPS environment.
Kabra Sir: “In today’s world, an entrepreneur is one who is logical, adaptable and finally street smart. If you take an
example of a candidate with little or no verbal skills but excellent academic capabilities and another candidate with
exceptional academic credentials as well as excellent communication skills, the verbally skilled candidate will be more
suitable to occupy a chair at the board of directors’ conference table. Today, a candidate with the mentioned
capabilities will fit the shoes of a World Leader. I would exhort the students of my school participate in more activities,
be it sports, academics or team building exercises. These exercises and activities facilitate the holistic development of
a modern day student, equipped with the necessary prowess to be competitive in today’s world. At times, in classes,
students are afraid to ask teachers questions, hiding behind the fear of being ridiculed by classmates. I believe that no
question is ‘silly’. Anything that intrigues your inquisitive mind is well worth addressing.”
Question: Being a successful person, what is your advice to the students about success?
Kabra Sir: "Always look at the positives and keep negative thoughts at bay. Set up your goals and try to achieve them.
Use the existing resources in the best possible manner, be flexible and change your strategies according to the
circumstances. Don't lose sight of the goal. There is no substitute for hard work. Life will pose many challenges, but
never give up. Initial failures are the ladder to future success."
Principal Sir: "You are never a failure till you refuse to get up."
Kabra Sir: "In addition, be strong in your inter-personal relations. During a group discussion, it is not necessary that
everybody will have the same opinion. In such a case, try to focus on points of agreement to have a fruitful session.
Avoid looking for problems and refrain from needless debate, while stating your own points politely and intelligently."

The Third Wave —April 2014

Page 5

I marked 24th January 2014 on my calendar, fondly labeling it ‘Doomsday’. After
the exams, we had about two solid months of rest. The happy, carefree days went
by in a snap, and one morning I woke up to a thunderous voice in my head
reminding me that the much dreaded date had finally arrived. I could tell you I
was panicky and anxious, but that would be an understatement. I felt like millions
of mutant butterflies were at war in my stomach. My WhatsApp log looked like a
Christmas tree during the festive season, exploding with the anxious thoughts of
my classmates. At 3pm, the email had finally flown through cyberspace and
reached my inbox. My head was fuzzy. My palms were sweaty.
As if my phone was not
already overflowing with
notifications, the emotions
behind the messages
transitioned from anxious to
excited within the blink of an
eye; as my classmates
desperately tried to drain away
healthy pink from their smiling faces. Everyone was so jubilant about their grades!
All those mind-boggling practice questions, all that hard work finally paid off. On
behalf of the class, I thank our teachers, who’ve taken us by the hand and
equipped us for battle, for we’ve all survived it and returned victorious.
Vithiya Ragu (XI A LEVELS)
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Scholar Badge Ceremony
Every year, our school has a function to celebrate its student’s
achievements in academics. After each academic year, the
students who score an overall of above 80% receive a scholar
badge. Along with these badges, the students also receive
trophies for the first three ranks and subject proficiencies.
On 15th March, early in the morning, all the glorious scholars
from grade 4 to grade 12 assembled at the NTUC Auditorium to
receive their badges and trophies for the academic year
2012-2013. We were all bubbling with excitement while
waiting for our respective classes to be called onto the
stage. Many of us were to receive silver or gold scholar
badges, which is a great honor, and were very anxious in
wait.
The function started off with a beautiful Bharatanatyam
performance by our dance teacher, Ms. Pooja and a
student of grade 10 ICSE, Sandhya. They were admired and praised by the entire audience
present there. Next, the choir group, guided by Mr. Amit,
performed a foot-tapping number 'Pyaar Tenu Karte Vatna'
which was supported by the incredible drummers of DPS
from 11 A-Levels.

The award ceremony started and grade 4 was first called onto
the stage. All the classes were called in an ascending order up
till grade 12. This year’s gold scholars’ batch was the current
10th grade, came out of the hall holding gold trophies, proud
of their achievement and broad smiles drawn upon all their faces.
Grade 10 IGCSE (2013-2014) had written their board exams last November and achieved
outstanding results. Students who had received more than
4 A-stars received scholarships from the school. They walked off
the stage with gargantuan holding cheques and flashed their
million-dollar grins, inspiring and motivating their juniors to
work hard and aim high.
The ceremony ended with the choir group singing the School
Song. The delighted parents
picked up their children from the green room for a
photography session. It was an eventful morning, filled with
fun, laughter and applause. We all left the building tired but
with a sense of pride.
-Nikita Vattas (10 IGCSE)
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KINDER CONCERT 2014
Every year, our school puts up a beautiful function to
celebrate the achievements and accomplishments of our
young students for their hard work and sincerity.
On 15th March 2014, our school, DPS organized the
kindergarten graduation ceremony for the young Dipsites. The
chief guest for the wonderful evening was Mrs. Jyoti Kabra.
The event started with the lamp lighting ceremony followed by a lovely musical piece
performed by the choir of grade 1 students, trained and accompanied by Ms. Riya. It was truly
a soul stirring and exquisite performance.
The graduation ceremony then commenced. The students of
K2 proudly received theirs scrolls with a bright smile on their
face. They were proud young achievers. Lamps were then
exchanged between grade 1 and K2 students to cordially
welcome the young achievers to the primary section. This
event took place to help young students appreciate the
positive feeling to succeed in school as well as to celebrate
their progression to the next stage of education.
The theme of the concert was festivals of India to build up
the traditional identity of the young ones and let them know
who they really are, so that they take a step forward
towards learning their culture and religion. The students
showcased the festivals like Holi, Diwali, Christmas,
Janmashtami and many others. The kids looked adorable
and charming in their vibrant and colorful performances.

The children then, portrayed the harmonious culture of Singapore and India by singing the
songs Stand Up for Singapore and Vande Mataram which brought an end to this alluring and
captivating night. The delightful and enjoyable evening then, ended with a grand performance
which was a tribute to our beloved institution.
-Vriddhi Urs (10 ICSE)
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BUSINESS FAIR
For the first time in my life I got a superlative
opportunity to maneuver prices in order to hit
maximum profits at the DPS business fair.

The fair took place on 17th February 2014. We
were excused five minutes earlier than usual from
our classes to set up our products for the business
fair. The ambience was vivacious and everybody
was at their utmost fervor. At the same there was
a vibe of competition to sell as many products as
possible to win the challenge among the teams
that were participating.
People generally find food and entertainment
most substantial compared to other products.
Hence the fair mostly comprised of food and
game counters. My stall consisted of stationary
products and food items.
In my opinion, products of stupefying qualities
along with low prices would be a double bonanza
for any customer. And with this absolute thought in mind, I planned and implemented
my sales. Ultimately we made a profit of $39.45 but unfortunately we lost to our
neighboring stall which made a profit of $68.35. Even then, I believe we did a
marvelous job and it was a fun learning experience!

-Maniya Mehru (7C)
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Money Fair
In the previous academic year 2013-2014, the respected kindergarten teachers had
organized a money fair for the children. The target of the fair was to teach the young ones
the basic concept of the monetary system.
The children were explained of how the simple concept of money could reinforce many of
their math skills such as counting, adding and subtracting.
The kindergarten children were introduced to several types of currencies such as the
American Dollars, Chinese Renminbi, and many more. For the fair the children were asked
to bring the $2 each. The teachers had set up a stall with fascinating objects for $0.50 each.
The young ones also learned the valuable lesson of ‘Caring and Sharing’.
The profits earned during the money fair were distributed among the janitors in recognition
of their valuable services.

-Meenakshi Chandra and Shruti Chaturvedi
(10 ICSE)
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SOCIAL LIFE or ACADEMIC LIFE?
Social skills play a vital role in the way a person projects themselves to society. Academic
excellence gives you the title of being part of the cream of the crop. But what is more important
- academic life or social life?
In a report in 1993 carried out by the Young Children’s Social Development, an official said “The
single best childhood predictor of adult adaptation is NOT IQ and NOT school grades, but the
adequacy with which the child gets along with other children.” Social activities allow students to
discover their inborn qualities, understand teamwork and most importantly learn to be less
self-absorbed. By leading an active social life - beyond being clumped in our own social circle, we
are exposed to diversity, disciplining us to be less judgmental. When we cross the borders of our
own comfort levels we develop resilience and the confidence to voice our own opinion.
On the other hand, academic education is essential because it empowers us. It is academics that
differentiates us from other creatures on the
earth. Education defines humanity. Academic
education is necessary for us to realize our
potential and become the best we can as
individuals. A broad academic learning is not just
social life
academic life the key to open the locks of multiple professions
but is also a social resource that boosts our selfconfidence. However some believe that academic
and social skills together influence the nature of a
person. A study in 2000 carried out by the
National Institute of Mental Health reported that social and emotional school readiness is
critical for young children’s early school success and even to set the stage for success later in
life. It further suggested that lack of social skills may cause students to face a cascade of emotional, behavioral and academic problems.
In conclusion, it is necessary that both our social approach and academic education is balanced,
in order for us to become organized individuals. Both academic and social lives are interlinked
and without each other they are incomplete.
-Vibhavi Kachroo (11 A Level)

Social Life

Academic Life

STATS
AND
FACTS
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138

89

people consider this to
be more important.

people consider this to be
more important.

Facts
Most of the junior
students supported
social life.

As expected, majority
(97%) of the teachers
chose academic life :)
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WHAT I LOVE
ABOUT DPS

“With its understanding and wellapproachable faculty, its friendly and
helpful students and its fun-filled
atmosphere, DPS is my second home,
the best place for learning”
- Vinuthna Kovvuri (10 IGCSE)

“As a student, I go to school to get education, so that when I get older I can
provide a stable life for myself. I strongly believe going to DPS will lead me into
the right direction to have a successful
life. I love everything about the school:
the carefree environment, the friendly
teachers and the friends.“

JOURNALISTS
OF THIS ISSUE
Top row (Left to right): Vibhavi Kachroo,
Meenakshi Chandra, Shruti Chaturvedi
and Vriddhi Urs

- Pratik Shah (10 IGCSE)

Bottom Row (Left to right): Vithiya
Ragu, Maniya Mehru and Nikita Vattas
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